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(PLEASE NOTE:  Full Resolutions are attached following minutes)

MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature

First Quarter – Third Day
Wednesday, February 15, 2017

7:30 p.m.

The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski at 7:30 p. m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Assemblyman Brian Miller to lead the Legislature in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (16).

Absent: Stephens (1).

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of January 25, 2017. There were none,
and the Chairman ordered them approved.

Chairman Peplinski dispensed with the Regular Session to allow for a presentation and
introduced Brian Miller, newly elected Assemblyman for the 101st District.  Assemblyman
Miller thanked Chairman Peplinski for the invitation to attend.  He advised that his office is
going to be very accessible to everyone throughout the district and region, adding that being a
county legislator himself for the past 16 years, he knows how important it is to have your state
representatives here, and stated that during the course of the year he will be attending the
meetings periodically to listen to all their concerns.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. Wendy
Richardson from the Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H Government Intern Program advised
the Legislature of the upcoming spring session to start in March.  She encouraged the legislators
to reach out to the schools in their district to send students to attend and expressed appreciation
to the County Legislature for sponsoring this program.

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.
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No. 56 – A communication was received from the New York State Association of Counties
acknowledging receipt of a resolution.  Placed on file.

No. 57 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for budget
amendment in connection with Safe Harbor Programming in Dept. of Social Services.  Referred
to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 58 – A communication was received from the Director of Information Services submitting
annual report of Central Printing Department.  Referred to the Committee on Information
Services.

No. 59 – A communication was received from the District Attorney designating line of
succession in the District Attorney’s Office.  Placed on file.

No. 60 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting requests for
transfers of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 61 – A communication was received from the Director of Information Services submitting
2016 Annual Report.  Referred to the Committee on Information Services.

No. 62 – A communication was received from the County Attorney advising of receipt of
Summons and Complaint.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 63 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting
reappointments to the Health Services Advisory Board.  Referred to the Committee on Human
Resources.

No. 64 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting
reappointments to the Professional Services Advisory Board.  Referred to the Committee on
Human Resources.

No. 65 – A communication was received from the Commissioner of Social Services requesting
acceptance of Safe Harbor funding from the Office of Children and Family Services.  Referred to
the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 66 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer advising of recommendation
for award of bid for meals on wheels program for the West Winfield area.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 67 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting renewal of court
cleaning contract.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 68 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting annual report of
Purchasing Agent.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.
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No. 69 – A communication was received from the Commissioner of Elections submitting 2016
Annual Report.  Referred to the Committee on Administration/Veterans Affairs.

No. 70 – A communication was received from the County Attorney’s Office submitting report of
pending litigation for 2016.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 71 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting 2016 Annual
Report of former Herkimer County Self-Insured Workers’ Compensation Plan.  Referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 72 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting 2016 Annual
Report of stand-alone Workers’ Compensation Plan.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 73 – A communication was received from the Majority Leader advising of selection of
Commissioner of Elections by majority vote of Republican legislators.  Placed on file.

No. 74 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer submitting 2016 Annual
Report of Personnel Office.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 75 – A communication was received from the Director of Weights and Measures submitting
2016 Annual Report. Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources.

No. 76 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
submitting 2016 Annual Report.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources.

No. 77 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer recommending budget in
connection with Safe Harbor Grant.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing
Committees. There were no reports.

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Manno, the following Consent Agenda was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (16). Against:  None.

Absent: Stephens (1).

Consent Agenda:
42 NAT. RESOURCES:  Adopting Annual Report of Dir. Of Weights VOICE

And Measures
43 HUMAN RES.:  Adopting Annual Report of Office for the Aging VOICE
44 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Stand Alone Workers’ VOICE
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Compensation Plan

45 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Former Self-Insurance VOICE
Plan

46 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Fees received by VOICE
Personnel Office

47 WAYS & MEANS:  Adopting Annual Report of Purchasing Agent VOICE
48 ADMIN./VET. AFFAIRS:  Adopting Annual Report of Board of VOICE

Elections
49 INFORMATION SVCS:  Adopting Annual Report of Information VOICE

Services And Central Printing.

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 50
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources concerning membership on Professional
Services Advisory Board was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 51
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources concerning membership on Health Services
Advisory Board was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Johnson, Report and Resolution No. 52
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
awarding contract for meals on wheels and congregate meals programs for West Winfield Area
was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 53
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means authorizing transfer of funds in the 2016
Budget was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).
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On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Weakley, Report and Resolution No. 54
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means in connection with contract with New York State Office of Court
Administration to provide cleaning and minor repairs of court facilities was handed up; voted on
and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 55
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
amending budget in connection with receipt of Safe Harbor Grant for Department of Social
Services was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 56
sponsored by the Committee on County Properties for the sale of in rem parcel was handed up;
was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Johnson, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Smith, Bono, Ackerman, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 57
sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs to support legislation to
provide presumptive cancer coverage to volunteer firefighters was handed up; Mr. Ackerman
made a motion to table the resolution until there is more information on how this will impact the
local municipalities to be clear on what they are supporting.  The motion received no second.
The resolution was then voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For: Ayes (15).

Against: Ackerman (1). Absent: Stephens (1).

On motion of Mr. Campione, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 58
sponsored by the Committee on Natural Resources appointing members to the Intercounty
Legislative Committee of the Adirondacks was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  All ayes (16).
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Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).

On motion of Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 59
sponsored In Memoriam to A. Frank Dolan was handed up and read.  Legislator Brezinski
commented that Mr. Dolan was a fair person and that any time you called on him he looked into
the matter.  County Administrator Wallace stated he had worked for Mr. Dolan and was one of
the most dedicated and professional employees the County has had.  The resolution was voted on
and adopted by voice vote:

For:    Ayes (16).

Against:  None. Absent: Stephens (1).

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. The following legislators had comments:  Legislator Bono; Legislator
Russell.

At 7:52 p.m. on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, March 15, 2017 at 7:30 p.m.

Carole LaLonde, Clerk










































