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MINUTES
Herkimer County Legislature

First Quarter – Fourth Day
Wednesday, March 16, 2016

7:30 p.m.

The Regular Session of the Herkimer County Legislature was called to order by
Chairman Bernard Peplinski, Sr. at 7:30 p. m.

Chairman Peplinski called on Steve Smith, Executive Director of the IDA, to lead the
Legislature in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chairman Peplinski called for a moment of silence in recognition of all veterans, past and
present.

Roll Call:  Quorum present, the following answering the roll:

Present: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Smith, Bono, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

Pursuant to Rule 8 of the Rules of the County Legislature, Chairman Peplinski asked if
there were any objections or corrections to the minutes of February 17, 2016. There were none,
and the Chairman ordered them approved.

Pursuant to Rule 11, Chairman Peplinski opened the floor for public comment. Brion
Carroll, a resident of the Village of Herkimer and Chairman of the Village of Herkimer Planning
Board spoke concerning a vision for the Village to become the “Retail Center” for Herkimer
County (full statement on file with the Legislature).

Chairman Peplinski stated that the communications received by the Legislature and the
committees to which they were referred were as listed on the agenda and asked if any member of
the Legislature requested mention of any particular communication. There were no requests.

No. 83 – A communication was received from the Soil and Water Conservation District
submitting minutes of 2/9/16.  Placed on file.

No. 84 – A communication was received from the County Attorney advising of receipt of a
Notice of Claim.  Placed on file.

No 85 – A communication was received from National Grid submitting the Semi-Annual PCB
Inventory Report.  Placed on file.
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No. 86 – A communication was received from Assemblyman Brindisi advising of a second
round of funding for the State’s Clean Water Infrastructure Grant Program.  Placed on file.

No. 87- A communication was received from the Historical Society expressing appreciation
For the County’s allocation.  Placed on file.

No. 88 – A communication was received from the State Unified Court System submitting
renewal of agreement for court cleaning and minor repairs.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 89 –A communication was received from the County Clerk submitting her Annual Report
for 2015.  Referred to the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs.

No. 90 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting amendment of
contract with consultants for Sewer Feasibility Study for Schuyler Business Park.  Referred to
the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 91 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting use of county
voting machines and equipment by school districts.  Referred to the Committee on
Administration/Veterans Affairs and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 92 – A communication was received from the Executive Director of the Youth Bureau
requesting allocation of funding of Rachel’s Challenge Program for school districts. Referred to
the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 93 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent requesting
shared services with State Dept. of Transportation.  Referred to the Committee on Highways.

No. 94 - A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting license renewal and
renewal of agreement for jail physician.  Referred to the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency
Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 95 – A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting agreement for dockage of
Sheriff’s boat during 2016 boating season.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 96 – A communication was received from the President of Herkimer County Community
College requesting a support resolution for an increase in state funding for full-time enrolled
students.  Referred to the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on
Education.

No. 97 – A communication was received from the Herkimer County Unit of CSEA advising of
membership vote and acceptance of tentative agreement with the County.  Referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means.
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No. 98 – A communication was received from the Personnel Officer requesting amendment of
the Part-time Salary Schedule and Salary Schedule III.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

No. 99 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer requesting transfer of funds in
connection with County Snow Contract.  Referred to the Committee on Highways and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 100 – Two transfers were received from the Budget Officer submitting requests for transfer
of funds.  Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 101 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer recommending appropriation
of funds in connection with a contract for grant writing services.  Referred to the Committee on
County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 102 – A communication was received from the Sheriff requesting acceptance of L Law
Enforcement Terrorism Prevention Program Grant.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 103 – A communication was received from the County Administrator requesting contract for
assistance in grant writing for County, HCCC Projects and economic development Projects.
Referred to the Committee on County Planning and Development, Committee on Ways and
Means and Committee on Education.

No. 104 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting renewal of contracts for EISEP Program.  Referred to the Committee on Human
Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 105 – A communication was received from the Director of the Office for the Aging
requesting contract with Superior Home Health Care for aide services under the Balance
Incentive Caregiver Support Program.  Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the
Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 106 – A communication was received from the County Highway Superintendent submitting
statements for two projects to be completed with county road funds during 2016.  Referred to the
Committee on Highways.

No. 107 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer submitting request for budget
amendment in connection with Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Grant.  Referred to the
Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 108 – A communication was received from the Director of Public Health requesting
acceptance of renewal of contract for grant for Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program.
Referred to the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means.
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No. 109 – A communication was received from the Budget Officer concerning renewal of
contract with State Office of Court Administration.  Referred to the Committee on Public
Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and Means.

No. 110 – A communication was received from the Executive Director of the Youth Bureau
submitting their 2015 Annual Report.  Referred to the Committee on County Planning and
Development.

No. 111 – A communication was received from the Employment and Training Director
requesting extension of the lease agreement for the One Stop Center.  Referred to the Committee
on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means.

Pursuant to Rule 6, Chairman Peplinski then proceeded with Reports of Standing Committees.
Raymond Smith, Chairman of the Committee on Human Resources, reported on the recent
Public Health Advisory Board meeting that he and Mr. Shaw had attended.  He stated the
meeting had been very informative, commended the Public Health Nursing Service on a recent
incident they had responded to, and congratulated the department on 50 years of service to the
residents of Herkimer County. Peter Manno, Chairman of the Committee on Education, advised
of resolutions approved at the recent committee meeting held. which were to approve an
agreement for a grant writer and to support an increase in the base aid for students. Vincent
Bono, Chairman of the Committee on County Planning and Development commented on
Resolution No. 86 which would authorize a contract for a grant writer for the County, who would
also assist the College and the IDA in seeking funding and asked for its support.  Frederick
Shaw, Chairman of the Committee on Natural Resources, gave a report on his attendance at the
recent Soil and Water Conservation District meeting and the services and programs they offer.

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Weakley, the following Consent Agenda was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

Consent Agenda:
73 ADMIN./VET. AFFAIRS:  Adopting Annual Report of County Clerk VOICE
74 CO. PLANNING & DEV.:  Adopting Annual Report of Youth Bureau VOICE
75 WAYS & MEANS:  Authorizing transfers of funds in 2015 and VOICE

2016 budgets

Chairman Peplinski continued with the Regular Agenda.
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On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 76
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing agreement in connection with Balance Incentive Program – Caregiver Support
Program was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 77
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
concerning services in connection with Expanded In Home Services for the Elderly Program was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 78
sponsored by the Committee on Highways approving projects under Article 6, Section 116 of the
Highway Law was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 79 sponsored
by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on Ways and
Means in connection with contract with State Office of Court Administration to provide cleaning
and minor repairs of court facilities was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Brezinski, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 80
sponsored by the Committee on Highways and the Committee on Ways and Means transferring
funds in connection with county snow removal contracts was handed up; was voted on and
adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Brezinski, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 81
sponsored by the Committee on Highways authorizing shared services agreement between State
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Dept. of Transportation and County of Herkimer was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Keeler, Report and Resolution No. 82
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means authorizing contract for jail physician was handed up; voted on and adopted by
voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 83
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means approving Boat Housing contract was handed up; voted on and adopted by
voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Stephens, seconded by Mr. Smith, Report and Resolution No. 84
sponsored by the Committee on Public Safety/Emergency Management and the Committee on
Ways and Means approving accepting grant for Homeland Security Funding in Sheriff’s
Department was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 85
sponsored by the Committee on Human Resources and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing renewal of contract for funding of Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Screening
Services was handed up; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Bono, Report and Resolution No. 86
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development, the Committee on Ways and
Means and the Committee on Education rescinding Resolution No. 36 of 2016 and authorizing
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contract with Strategic Development Specialists to render professional services regarding grant
writing for the County and appropriating funds in connection therewith was handed up;
discussion was held; was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Stephens, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno,
Smith, Bono, Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (15).

Against:  None. Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Report and Resolution No. 87 sponsored
by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways and Means
amending Resolution No. 174 of 2015 in connection with GHD Consulting Contract for Schuyler
Business Park was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Wellington, Report and Resolution No. 88
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means authorizing funding of Rachel’s Challenge Program for school districts was handed
up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Markwardt, Report and Resolution No. 89
sponsored by the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Ways
and Means authorizing use of county voting machines and equipment by school districts was
handed up; voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Markwardt, seconded by Mr. Schrader, Report and Resolution No. 90
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means ratifying Memorandum of Agreement between
County of Herkimer and Herkimer County Unit of Civil Service Employees Association, Inc.
was handed up; discussion was held; was voted on and adopted by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader, Wellington, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Bono,
Peplinski, Campione, Weakley (11).

Against: Stephens, Smith, Russell, Shaw (4).
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Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Malta, Report and Resolution No. 91
sponsored by the Committee on Ways and Means amending Resolution No. 249 and No. 268 of
2015 adjusting wages for hourly and part-time employees was handed up; voted on and adopted
by roll call vote:

For: Malta, Markwardt, Schrader Wellington, Keeler, Brezinski, Manno, Bono,
Peplinski, Campione, Russell, Shaw, Weakley (13).

Against: Stephens, Smith (2). Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

Chairman Peplinski then welcomed the students who were present and participating in
the Cornell Cooperative Extension Government Intern Program to please stand and state their
name and what school district they were from.

On motion of Mr. Bono, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Report and Resolution No. 92
sponsored by the Committee on County Planning and Development and the Committee on Ways
and Means authorizing extension of lease agreement for One Stop Center was handed up; voted
on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Russell, seconded by Mr. Brezinski, Resolution No. 93 sponsored by
the Committee on Ways and Means amending Resolution No. 35 of 2015 determining offices
and employees of the County required to file financial disclosure forms was handed up; voted on
and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by Mr. Shaw, Resolution No. 94 sponsored by the
Committee on Administration/Veterans Affairs and the Committee on Ways and Means
authorizing Home Rule Request was handed up; discussion was held; was voted on and adopted
by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Stephens, Resolution No. 95 sponsored by
the Committee on Education and the Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs in support
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of base aid increase for students attending community colleges was handed up; discussion was
held; was voted on and adopted by voice vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

On motion of Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Campione, Resolution No. 96 sponsored by the
Committee on Administration/Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee on Ways and Means calling
for state funding of indigent legal defense costs was handed up; voted on and adopted by voice
vote:

For:  Ayes (15). Against:  None.

Absent: Johnson, Ackerman (2).

Chairman Peplinski stated that pursuant to Rule 6(12) they would proceed with
comments by legislators. The following legislators had comments:  Legislator Schrader.

Chairman Peplinski asked if there were any objections to changing the quarterly
Legislature Meeting to Wednesday, April 13, 2016.  There were no objections.

At 8:12 p.m., on motion of Mr. Manno, seconded by Mr. Wellington, the Legislature
adjourned to Wednesday, April 13, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.

Carole L. LaLonde, Clerk






























































